224        CASE  FOR  AN   IMPERIAL  CONVENTION

The records of the Imperial Conference and of the
, Colonial Institute bristle with warnings against this
peculiar insanity. * Certainly let us meet to d5s~
' cuss systems of defence, all-red routes, state-
' owned cables, reciprocity in copyright and patents.,
6 naturalisation, or even tariffs. These are practical
' questions, and if you think it really worth while,
6 let us talk of the political relations of the various

* parts of the Empire.    But, even if you think they

* should be changed, beware of attempts to reduce
' your ideas to concrete proposals.    You will  be

* wise, indeed, to abstain from propounding ideas

* capable of being so reduced.    So great  is the
' danger of definite schemes that it is impossible for

*  warnings against them to be too serious or too
e often repeated/    Such, indeed, is the impression
which remains on the mind of any one who studies
the proceedings of Imperial Conferences or of the
Royal Colonial Institute.    6 I want to warn you

* all that any Federation or Union of English People

* must grow;   Any cut-and-dried scheme would be
6 fatal, contrary to  English   history,  contrary to
c English instincts, a German plan which they call
c Kultur.'1

Pages might be filled without difficulty with
quotations to the same effect and couched in almost
identical terms. But this particular specimen has
been chosen because of the high authority of the

1 The quotation is from the issue of the official journal of the
Royal Colonial Institute, current at the moment; of writing,
See United Empire (Jan. 1915), p. 66*, The speaker, Sir Charles
Lucas, K.C.B., K.C.M.G., WHS winding up a discussion on
British Imperial relations initiated by Dr. Kills, ex-M.L.A. of
Western Australia.